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ADVICE TO THE 
HOUSELORN 
BY MAC MOWBRAY 

Does anyone listen anymore?  I have gotten 
more calls about clogged drains on flat 
roofed houses lately.  I have been telling 
folks to go up on the roof and REMOVE 
THOSE LEAVES! Lake George on the roof is 
no good for anyone.  That's what happens 
when leaves get wet, stick together, and 
prevent drainage.  If your building is near 
trees, you must check frequently until ALL 
the leaves are off the trees.  One landlord, 
actually a neighbor, will have to repair and 
repaint her bathroom ceiling for just this 
reason, she is waiting too long to check the 
drain. When it has been very windy leaves 
can blow from further away, so it pays to 
check even if there are no nearby trees.  

Latham complains about sticky residue all 
over the tenant's bathroom.  Story as 
follows:  Tenant moves out, says apt. is 
clean.  Landlord does a quick walk through 
and agrees, returns security deposit. 
Landlord returns a few days later to decide 
what should be painted, spruced up or 
replaced.  He then discovers that a large 
portion of the bathroom is sticky with clear 
coating. The center of this mess is the mirror 
over the sink.  He did not notice during the 
walk through since the tenant had replaced 
all the light bulbs with low watt tinted ones.  
He subsequently ascertained the residue 
was:  HAIRSPRAY.  The tenant was a barmaid 
in a high end cocktail lounge.  Fancy hair 

styles held in place by:  HAIRSPRAY.  How to 
remove this stuff.  He tried several 
commercial cleaners but results were not 
satisfactory. 

Mac says:  You need a solvent.  Dampen a 
microfiber cloth with rubbing alcohol, (Do 
not waste good vodka) clean as best you can, 
then use a clean cloth with a little Dawn 
dishwashing soap and water and wash and 
rinse the whole area.  The alcohol may 
damage some painted surfaces, you may 
have to repaint. 

Rensselaer has a sink issue.  My best tenant 
of 5 years left to retire to Florida.  She took 
good care of the place and it does not even 
need painting.  However, the stainless steel 
kitchen sink which was brand new when she 
moved in looks like it has been at the bottom 
of the river for a few years.  It is not dirty, she 
was actually a clean freak. I asked her what 
she used on it and she said, Ajax, Comet, etc., 
whatever she had handy.  Any ideas, it really 
projects a poor first impression in what is 
otherwise a nice looking kitchen? 

Mac says:  I am not really sure but I asked 
around and the only suggestion I got is to go 
to the auto store and get some chrome 
polish and try that.  If it does not work, let 
me know so I don't suggest it again If you 
wish, before you buy the chrome polish, try 
rubbing with a soft cloth dampened with 
ammonia or vinegar.  By the way. NEVER use 
abrasive cleaners on stainless steel 

Mac 
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Call for Volunteers 
CDARPO is looking for volunteers who 
are interested in serving on the board 
of directors.  

The board meets monthly and helps 
drive the direction of the organization.  
Our focus is how to best serve 
landlords and property owners in the 
Capital Region.  Board members share 
several duties:  

• Helping to plan events 
• Getting speakers for meetings  
• Keeping a eye on what’s 

happening in Albany for 
advocacy and awareness.  

If this is something that interests you, 
please contact board president 
Nicholas Mattiello at 
nmattiello@gmail.com. 

CDARPO 
Elections 
Officers: 

• President (TBD) Tom Vandor, 
Karen Wentz, or Alison 
Wheeler 

• Vice President (TBD) Tom 
Vandor or Karen Wentz or 
Alison Wheeler 

• Secretary: Lisa Benware 
• Treasurer: (TBD) Sean Daley or 

Tom Vandor 

General Board Members: 

• Gordon Mowbray 
• Roland Nzaou 
• Nicholas Mattiello 
• Eric Wentz 

 

MONTHLY MEMBER MEETING 

HYBRID MEMBER MEETING: 11/11/2021 at 7:00PM at the Courtyard by Marriott in Troy Waterfront. 515 River 
St, Troy, NY 12180-2213 

For those who wish to join via Zoom 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89344926613?pwd=dER0Mjh2RU9SaUVwMHVjVFVEcGpHQT09 

mailto:nmattiello@gmail.com?subject=CDAPRO%20Board
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89344926613?pwd=dER0Mjh2RU9SaUVwMHVjVFVEcGpHQT09
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STAY 
CONNECTED 
Current members should join our new 
forum discussion area on Google groups. 
This will be the Email-based forum for 
exchanging ideas and interacting with 
fellow landlords that may have experiences 
to share. Send an email requesting access to  
cdarpo-talk+subscribe@googlegroups.com 
or contact Marshall Miller at 
mailto:marshall@bluehattery.com for more 
assistance. 

Find us online at CDARPO.org and on 
Facebook.  Sign up for our newsletter on 
the contact page of our website. 
 
Attention:  
CDARPO Mailing address is:  
PO Box 8, Latham, NY 12110  
 

CDARPO is a member of Under One Roof, a 
coalition of landlords and landlord 
organizations, formed to represent landlord 
interests with issues arising from legislation 
passed and proposed in favor of tenant 
interests. Learn more about the Under One 
Roof Coalition by visiting 
https://www.underoneroofny.org. They 
may also be contacted at 
advocacy@nycraa.com 

 

CDARPO 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

• President: Nicholas Mattiello  
• Vice President: Karen Wentz  
• Secretary: Robert Newberry  
• Treasurer: Tom Vandor 

 
BOARD MEMBERS  

• Lisa Benware  
• Gordon (Mac) Mowbray  
• Eric Wenz  
• Sean Daley 

 

MEMBERSHIP 
Regular Membership dues are $75/year and 
include a 10-issue monthly newsletter, a 
landlord help line, education classes, free 
advertising at meetings & more.  
 
Send membership inquiries to: 
Membership@cdarpo.org Commercial 
Membership dues will vary based on 
desired advertisement formats - please visit 
our website for more details. 
  

mailto:cdarpo-talk+subscribe@googlegroups.com
mailto:marshall@bluehattery.com
https://cdarpo.org/
https://www.facebook.com/CDARPO/
https://cdarpo.org/contact-us/
https://www.underoneroofny.org/
https://cdarpo.org/membership-account/membership-levels/
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Please Support Our Sponsors 

 

albanyhousing.org 

Join the Albany Housing Authority’s growing 
network of the region’s property owners who rent 
to Section 8 families. 

https://renttropolis.com
http://www.albanyhousing.org/
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